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(1)  the  use  of force,   intimidation,   deception,   or  similar

methods,

(2)  the corruption of youth,

(3)  perversion and biological waste,

(4)   " indecent " acts which threaten the public order,

(5)  .commercialization of sex.

With few exceptions, such as the Soviet Penal Code which
includes sexual offences among cc Crimes against Life, Health,
Liberty, and Personal Reputation V all existing Penal Codes
possess special chapters dealing with this subject. A comparative
survey of the present laws shows the absence of any fundamental
differences with regard to the first and second of our five
categories. That rape or the use of any other improper methods
of achieving sexual intercourse against the will of the partner,
and that sexual corruption of immature persons are serious
crimes is beyond dispute. A discussion of the comparatively
few points of legislative technique that are bound to arise is
outside the scope of this book, with perhaps one exception :
Should the exploitation for sexual purposes of a woman's economic
dependence be a crime and treated like rape? This is the
attitude taken in several modern Penal Codes,2 not, however,
in English law. The idea itself seems sound enough, though it
may be difficult to find a suitable legislative formula. The
Russian Code punishes cc coercion " of a woman " by any person
on whom she is dependent materially or by reason of her
employment ". Even if, owing to the absence of unemploy-
ment and private employers, the average worker should be
less dependent on his superiors in Russia than in some capitalist
countries, it cannot always be easy for the Russian courts to
decide when pressure reaches the stage of ce coercion ".3 In
the draft of the German ec Cartel for the Reform of the Criminal
Law of Sexual Offences " it was proposed to punish coercion only
when consisting in the threat to worsen the conditions of em-
ployment or to dismiss the woman altogether.4 This, however,
seems to be too narrow to be of much practical use.

Apart from this special point the real difficulties in the matter

1 Similarly the Indian Code, Chapter XV.   Most of our traditional sex offences,
so far as they are punishable in India, are dealt with not in Chapter XV, but else-

"                                                    "

where (rape, for example, in Chapter XVI, " Offences affecting the human body
ft Russia, art.  154 ;   Switzerland, art. 197 ;   China, art. 228 ;   German Draft
Code of 1927.   Some older material in E. Wulffen, Der Sexualverbrecher (1922),
p. 428.
* The formulation of the Swiss Code is, if anything, even more indefinite.
4 See Magnus Hirschfeld, Geschtechtskunde, Vol. Ill, p. 626.